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                  Meet the Guest Curator 
Commander Jim Jackson is a native of Kensington, Maryland.  He 

graduated from the United States naval Academy in 1975 and earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Management.  

 
In 1977, he earned his wings as a Naval Flight Officer and has 

over 1,300 hours as an aircraft mission commander.  He served in 
several flying assignments in the United States and in the countries of 
Iceland, Bermuda, Italy, and Spain.  

 
Commander Jackson, who retired form the Navy in 1995, 

currently serves as an admissions advisor at Anne Arundel Community 
College  in Arnold, Maryland. He presents lectures on African-American 
history at the Smithsonian Institution National Air and Space Museum, 
the Banneker-Douglass African-American Cultural Center in Annapolis, 
Maryland, and the Maryland Science Center in Baltimore.  

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Commander Jim Jackson, USN, RETIRED 

1103 Riverboat Court 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Cell 410-279-5853 

E-mail   blacknavyadmirsls@gmail.com 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/shuttlemissions/sts121_overview.html


 
 

 

 

 

 
   

                            

Prior to World War II, laws prohibited African-Americans from 
serving as officers in the United States Navy.  It was the combined 
pressures of World War II, with its growing requirement for talented 
manpower, and the efforts of many civil rights organizations, that finally 
convinced the President to establish a new policy to enable African-
Americans to earn a commission in the armed forces. In the spring of 1944, 
thirteen African-Americans were commissioned as naval officers and soon 
became known as the "Golden 13" because of the gold Ensign stripe they 
wore so proudly on their uniforms. Within a few months, the άDƻƭŘŜƴ 13έ 
were joined by Francis Wills and Harriet Pickens, the Navy's first African-
American women officers. 

In the years to follow many more African-American college graduates 
would gain their commissions through the Navy V-12 Cadet Program, 
Officer Candidate School, the NROTC Program, and the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.  In 1971, after twenty-seven years of 
dedicated service to the nation and exceptional performance as a leader on 
ships at sea and in many high visibility assignments ashore, Samuel L. 
Gravely, a native of Richmond, Virginia, was selected for promotion to the 
rank of Rear Admiral. Since then, a small but distinguished group of 
African-American officers have followed in his footsteps.  Even though all of 
these men and women are naval officers their specific training and 
operational experiences have been very different. Today, this prestigious 
cadre of Flag Officers includes pilots, nuclear submarine commanders, 
Chaplains, and physicians. 

The goal of this exhibit is to simply   present   a "snapshot" of their 
vast experiences and accomplishments. I'm certain their stories will serve 
as a source of inspiration to everyone who learns about the hard work and 
courage of these patriots. 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/shuttlemissions/sts121_overview.html


 
 

 

 

 

 
   

                            

21 Black Marine Corps 

officers have been promoted to 

general. 3 of those officers are  

U S Naval Academy graduates. 

The Seaworthy Exhibit 
53 Black  naval  officers have been 

promoted to the rank of admiral 

in the nationôs history.  

The exhibit currently on display only 

features the 17 Black admirals who are  

U S Naval Academy Graduates 

due to space limitations. 

ü Major General Charles Bolden 

ü Major General Leo Williams 

ü Brigadier General Brian 

Cavanaugh 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/shuttlemissions/sts121_overview.html


 
 

 

 

 

 
   

                            

The Seaworthy Exhibit 
The complete exhibit featuring all 53  

Black naval officers promoted to the rank of 

admiral was on display at the U S Naval 

Academy in Mitscher Hall in 2010. 

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/shuttlemissions/sts121_overview.html

